
Indications and Usage
Gadavist® (gadobutrol) injection is a gadolinium-based contrast agent indicated for use with magnetic resonance imaging (MRI):

 °  To detect and visualize areas with disrupted blood brain barrier (BBB) and/or abnormal vascularity of the central nervous system  
in adult and pediatric patients (including term neonates)

 °  To assess the presence and extent of malignant breast disease

Gadavist® is indicated for use in magnetic resonance angiography (MRA):
 °  To evaluate known or suspected supra-aortic or renal artery disease in adult and pediatric patients (including term neonates)

Important Safety Information
WARNING: NEPHROGENIC SYSTEMIC FIBROSIS (NSF)

Gadolinium-based contrast agents (GBCAs) increase the risk for NSF among patients with impaired elimination of the drugs.  
Avoid use of GBCAs in these patients unless the diagnostic information is essential and not available with non-contrasted MRI  
or other modalities. NSF may result in fatal or debilitating fibrosis affecting the skin, muscle and internal organs.
•  The risk of NSF appears highest among patients with: 

– Chronic, severe kidney disease (GFR <30 mL/min/1.73m2), or 
– Acute kidney injury

•  Screen patients for acute kidney injury and other conditions that may reduce renal function. For patients at risk for chronically  
reduced renal function (for example, age >60 years, hypertension or diabetes), estimate the glomerular filtration rate (GFR)  
through laboratory testing.

•  For patients at highest risk for NSF, do not exceed the recommended GADAVIST dose and allow a sufficient period of time for  
elimination of the drug from the body prior to any re-administration.

Please see additional Important Safety Information throughout this brochure.  
Please also see the enclosed Full Prescribing Information.

Hospital-based Outpatient  
Radiology Departments

Coding Tip Sheet



Billing for Gadavist 
Healthcare Common Procedure Coding System (HCPCS) 
code A9585 has been established by the Centers for 
Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS) for Gadavist.1  
CMS sought to assign a code which would allow for 
accurate billing of all Gadavist presentations. This code 
was made available to all payers on January 1, 2012.

HCPCS Code for Use With Gadavist
Payer Type Medicare Other Payers

HCPCS Code A9585 A9585

Code  
Description

Injection,  
gadobutrol,  
0.1 mL 

Injection,  
gadobutrol,  
0.1 mL 

Possible  
Revenue Codes

636 636, 250, 255

The code descriptor for A9585 is per 0.1 mL. When billing, 
it is important to remember to multiply the amount of 
Gadavist used by 10 in order to list the correct number 
of units on the claim form. 

 ° 2 mL = 20 units
 ° 7.5 mL = 75 units

This is different from using other contrast codes which 
are designated as per 1 mL. By assigning the lower mL 
designation, CMS allows providers to accurately capture 
the appropriate amount of Gadavist used and reduce the 
potential for over- or under-billing.

Note: The CMS states that drugs and biologicals, including 
contrast material, approved after 2003 are eligible to receive 
unique and specific codes.2 Bayer has received a specific 
HCPCS code for Gadavist effective January 2012.
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Your Chargemaster and Gadavist
To facilitate payer billing of Gadavist the following 
information should be added to the hospital’s chargemaster: 

 ° Product name: Gadavist® (gadobutrol) injection
 ° Price per mL
 ° HCPCS code: A9585 Injection, gadobutrol, 0.1 mL
 ° Appropriate revenue code unique to your  

hospital’s contrast expense:
 ° 255 (drugs incident to radiology services)
 ° 636 (drugs requiring detailed coding)
 ° 250 (General Pharmacy)

Reimbursement for Contrast by Payer
Medicare: As of 2008, Medicare no longer pays 
separately for contrast material provided in the 
hospital setting; it is packaged into the procedure 
payment rate. Because it is packaged, not bundled, 
hospitals should continue to bill for contrast to 
ensure charge ratios accurately reflect what is used. 

Private Commercial: Some managed care 
organizations reimburse separately for contrast 
when billed with a procedure. Please consult the 
Reimbursement Helpline for guidance.

The Bayer HealthCare Reimbursement 
Helpline is available to all institutions  
to provide further information on  
Gadavist coverage reimbursement. 

The Helpline can be reached at  
1-800-423-7539.
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Important Safety Information (continued)
Contraindication and Important Information about 
Hypersensitivity Reactions: Gadavist® is contraindicated 
in patients with history of severe hypersensitivity reactions 
to Gadavist®. Anaphylactic and other hypersensitivity 
reactions with cardiovascular, respiratory, or cutaneous 
manifestations, ranging from mild to severe, including 
death, have uncommonly occurred following Gadavist® 
administration. Before Gadavist® administration, assess 
all patients for any history of a reaction to contrast media, 
bronchial asthma and/or allergic disorders. These patients 
may have an increased risk for a hypersensitivity reaction 
to Gadavist®.

Gadolinium Retention: Gadolinium is retained 
for months or years in several organs. The highest 
concentrations (nanomoles per gram of tissue) have  
been identified in the bone, followed by other organs  
(for example, brain, skin, kidney, liver, and spleen).  
The duration of retention also varies by tissue and is 
longest in bone. Linear GBCAs cause more retention  
than macrocyclic GBCAs. At equivalent doses, gadolinium 
retention varies among the linear agents. Retention  
is lowest and similar among the macrocyclic GBCAs.

Consequences of gadolinium retention in the brain  
have not been established. Pathologic and clinical 
consequences of GBCA administration and retention in 
skin and other organs have been established in patients 
with impaired renal function. There are rare reports of 
pathologic skin changes in patients with normal renal 
function. Adverse events involving multiple organ  
systems have been reported in patients with normal  
renal function without an established causal link to 
gadolinium retention. 

Gadolinium Retention continues at right.

Please see additional Important Safety Information 
throughout this piece.

Important Safety Information (continued)
Gadolinium Retention (continued): While clinical 
consequences of gadolinium retention have not been 
established in patients with normal renal function,  
certain patients might be at higher risk. These include 
patients requiring multiple lifetime doses, pregnant 
and pediatric patients, and patients with inflammatory 
conditions. Consider the retention characteristics of  
the agent when choosing a GBCA for these patients. 
Minimize repetitive GBCA imaging studies particularly 
closely spaced studies, when possible.

Acute Kidney Injury: In patients with chronic renal 
impairment, acute kidney injury sometimes requiring 
dialysis has been observed with the use of some GBCAs. Do 
not exceed the recommended dose; the risk of acute kidney 
injury may increase with higher than recommended doses.

Extravasation and Injection Site Reactions: Ensure 
catheter and venous patency before the injection of 
Gadavist®. Extravasation into tissues during Gadavist® 
administration may result in moderate irritation.

Overestimation of Extent of Malignant Disease in MRI 
of the Breast: Gadavist® MRI of the breast overestimated 
the histologically confirmed extent of malignancy in the 
diseased breast in up to 50% of the patients.

Low Sensitivity for Significant Arterial Stenosis:  
The performance of Gadavist® MRA for detecting  
arterial segments with significant stenosis (>50% renal,  
>70% supra-aortic) has not been shown to exceed  
55%. Therefore, a negative MRA study alone should  
not be used to rule out significant stenosis.

Please see additional Important Safety Information 
throughout this piece.



Prescribing Information

Claim Form Guidance 
To help demonstrate billing of Gadavist, the sample claim below is provided:

A

B

C D E

F

A Revenue code used to track service and 
supplies (636, 250 or 255)

B Enter appropriate Current Procedural 
Terminology (CPT) code to bill for 
procedures performed with Gadavist

C IMPORTANT:  
HCPCS code for Gadavist A9585

D Enter quantity—because the HCPCS code is 
per 0.1 mL, the actual amount of Gadavist 
used should be multiplied by 10 to ensure 
that providers submit accurate claims. This 
claim form example reflects the correct way 
to bill for administering 10 mL of Gadavist.

E Dollar amount billed for Gadavist

F IMPORTANT: Include the drug name, the 
quantity of drug administered, and the date 
Gadavist was furnished to the beneficiary

*  Information provided in this resource is for informational purpose only and does not guarantee that codes will be appropriate or that coverage and reimbursement will result. Customers 
should consult with their payers for all relevant coverage, coding, and reimbursement requirements. It is the sole responsibility of the provider to select proper codes and ensure the accuracy of 
all claims used in seeking reimbursement. Neither this resource nor the Bayer HealthCare Reimbursement Helpline is intended as a legal advice or as a substitute for a provider’s independent 
professional judgment.

Important Safety Information (continued) 
Adverse Reactions: The most frequent (≥0.5%) adverse reactions associated with Gadavist® in clinical studies were  
headache (1.5%), nausea (1.1%) and dizziness (0.5%).

Please see additional Important Safety Information throughout this piece.

References: 1. Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services. Billing and Coding Guidelines for Magnetic Resonance Imaging.  
https://downloads.cms.gov/medicare-coverage-database/lcd_attachments/28723_79/L28723_RAD024_CBG_060112.pdf.  
Accessed June 4, 2018. 2. Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services. 051807 Coding Announcement. https://www.cms.gov/ 
medicare/coding/medhcpcsgeninfo/downloads/051807_coding_annoucement.pdf. Accessed June 4, 2018.
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of units on the claim form. 
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Your Chargemaster and Gadavist
To facilitate payer billing of Gadavist the following 
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Reimbursement for Contrast by Payer
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separately for contrast material provided in the 
hospital setting; it is packaged into the procedure 
payment rate. Because it is packaged, not bundled, 
hospitals should continue to bill for contrast to 
ensure charge ratios accurately reflect what is used. 

Private Commercial: Some managed care 
organizations reimburse separately for contrast 
when billed with a procedure. Please consult the 
Reimbursement Helpline for guidance.

The Bayer HealthCare Reimbursement 
Helpline is available to all institutions  
to provide further information on  
Gadavist coverage reimbursement. 
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1-800-423-7539.

FPO



 Bayer MR Portfolio Solutions
Bayer in Radiology leads with investment in development—from our roots in Medrad® injectors and  
contrast research, to state-of-the-art equipment service and solutions delivery, and radiology informatics

Visit radiologysolutions.bayer.com for information about these and additional products

Please see Boxed Warning and  
additional Important Safety  
Information for Gadavist  
throughout this brochure.

Note: The Bayer Radiology contrast and device products should be used in accordance with the Prescribing Information  
and instructions for use, respectively.

* Relaxivity of Gadavist is 5.2 L • mmol–1 • s–1 at 1.5 Tesla (r1 in plasma at 37°C)

Contrast Dose  
Management

Applications to 
support clinical and 
administrative needs

Service  
Solutions

Quality repair  
and maintenance 
support options

The MR SMART  
Injection System

High Relaxivity.*  
Macrocyclic Bond.
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Bayer HealthCare LLC
100 Bayer Boulevard
P.O. Box 915
Whippany, NJ 07981
U.S.A.
Phone: +1-412-767-2400
 +1-800-633-7231
Fax:  +1-412-767-4120

More information on
radiologysolutions.bayer.com

Bayer reserves the right to modify the specifications and features described herein or to discontinue any product or service identified in this publication at any time 
without prior notice or obligation. Please contact your authorized Bayer representative for the most current information. 

Bayer, the Bayer Cross, Gadavist, MEDRAD, and MEDRAD MRXperion are trademarks owned by and/or registered to Bayer in the U.S. and/or other countries. Other 
trademarks and company names mentioned herein are properties of their respective owners and are used herein solely for informational purposes. No relationship 
or endorsement should be inferred or implied. 

© 2017-2018 Bayer. This material may not be reproduced, displayed, modified or distributed without the express prior written consent of Bayer.

Manufacturer 
Bayer Medical Care Inc.
1 Bayer Drive
Indianola, PA 15051-0780
U.S.A.
Phone:  +1-412-767-2400
 +1-800-633-7231
Fax: +1-412-767-4120


